
Subject: Grassroots Opposition To Governor’s FY20 Good Government and
                    Ethics  Reform Article VII Legislation, Part R 

Date: February 11, 2019

Dear Leader Stewart-Cousins and Assembly Speaker Heastie,

It has come to our attention that tucked away in the Governor’s FY20 Good Government & 
Ethics Reform Article VII Legislation, Part R, one of 15 documents that make up New York 
State’s annual budget, is a proposal to lower the annual spending threshold of what is 
considered “lobbying” from $5,000 to $500.

Grassroots organizations across the state stand united in our strong opposition to this proposal. 
This legislation would effectively require every individual or group of constituents who spend 
more than $500 each year to rent a bus to Albany, buy postcard stamps, order pizza for 
meetings in crowded community rooms, or make photocopies to register as lobbyists, file 
spending reports a minimum of 6 times per year, and submit semi-annual reports.

Unlike actual lobbyists, the high school students, retirees, public school parents and others who 
devote their spare time to state politics, whether as individuals or as members of grassroots 
groups like Indivisible, do not work on behalf of a monied special interest. We are not paid for 
our efforts. Our groups do not require dues or membership fees, nor do we have annual 
budgets or slush funds. The only people we represent when we canvass for a candidate, 
educate voters, advocate for a particular policy, or speak directly to our elected representatives 
are ourselves as citizens of the State of New York.

It makes no sense to classify regular people who volunteer their free time on behalf of the 
greater good as lobbyists, or to subject them to the same reporting requirements that actual 
lobbyists pay full time staff to meet. It should be the goal of the Governor and the State 
Legislature to lower the barriers to civic engagement. Over the past two years, an 
unprecedented amount of citizen engagement in our democracy has helped illuminate the dire 
need for ethics reforms in Albany. But this is a solution in search of a problem. If Governor 
Cuomo were really a champion of democracy, he would welcome New Yorkers’ civic 
engagement, not try to squelch it.

For these reasons, we implore you as leaders of the State Legislature to ensure 
the lobbying expenditure threshold remains at $5000; first by urging Governor 
Cuomo to remove this unnecessary proposal and second by negotiating it out of 
the budget if he refuses. 




